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‘To be continued every THURSDAY, 








Tuurs DAY; April the. rsth, 1756. 








To Mr. Fitz-Apam. 





2%) HE impatience of the public to be 
eh iy} farther inftruéted in the Roya 


: been very great, fince your publica- 
f) tion of my etter on that fubject, 

PS the 11th of laft month: for where 
the flake is fo confiderable, the. defire of playing the 
game to the beft advantage muft needs be exceflive ; and 
where the cards are fo numerous (though the generality 
of players think them too few) the addrefs required mutt 
be almoft infinite., 





Hap 
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Hap it not been for this truly entertaining game, 
Adam and Eve, with all their innecence, had paffed their - 
hours but dully even in paradife. Before the fall, they 
played the game in it’s original purity, and with the ut- 
moft fkill ; afterwards indeed they were guilty of many 
revokes and overfights, as were their immediate defcend- 
ants, though they confumed an immenfe quantity of 
packs of cards. Methufalem fpent more time at the 
game than any man; but with what fuccefs is not ab- 
folutely certain. | Tradition, with tolerable exactnefs, 
handed down the rules of play from father to fon, to 
the death of Solomon, who in his younger years was 2 
great lover of this game : it afterwards beéeame various 
and“incertain, by the novelties and innovations that were 
every where introduced into it. In France ene method 
of play has obtained; in England another: in Japan it 
is played very different from what it is in Peru. 

‘From the corruption of this Royat-Game of Hap- 
PINESs are derived all our modern games; and fo fond 
are we of thefe inventions, that the true old game is al- 
moft imperceptibly forgotten, Happy is it therefore for 
the world and me, that neither the fplendid honours of 
the bar, the’ reverend dignities of the church, the pro- 
found refearches of phyfic, nor the aerial caftles of poii- 
tics have diverted my atiention from the more honour- 
able and ufeful inveftigation of the long-loft rules of this 
Royat Game of Happrness. 

Wuew I confidered that every fcience has it’s myftery, 
that chymiftry has it’s philofopher's ftone, geometry it's 
quadrature of the circle, aftronomy it’s longitude, me- 
chanics it’s perpetual motion, and natural philofophy it’s 
gravitation, it foon occurred ‘to me that focial life mutt 
likewife have it’s occult myftery, which, like-a keys * 

" ftone 
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ftone in architeCture, fuftains and fupports the whole 
edifice. -When I confidered the various and general 


principles of animated life, I plainly perceived that Play 


was the great pervading power, from the leviathan that 
fporteth in the waters, to the microfcopic infect that 
wantons invifibly in the air, When I confidered that 
the mighty fabric of the univerfe might only be a 
GREAT GAME, played at by fuperior exiftences, I was 
led to think that it was agreeable to the moft reverential 
ideas of nature, to fuppofe that life was nothing elfe than 
Pray. And when I likewife confidered that the paffion 
for gaming was univerfally predominant in mankind ; 
that it was the natural remedy for all cares, and the 
only amufenient of the irkfome hours; I readily dif-° 
covered that life was indeed nothing more than a cer- 
tain term allotted to play at the Royat Game of 
Ha PPINESS, 

As the great fecret of this Game depends principally’ 
upon the playing well the court cards, as foon as I fhall | 
have procured a patent for the fole and exclufive privi- 
lege of teaching (which I make no doubt of obtaining, 
by the favour of fome great men, my particular friends,” 
who have more than once pulled off their hats to me ; 
and one in particular, who was fo gracioufly condefcend- 
ing as to afk me one day what o’ clock it was) I fhall 
then take care to appoint under-teachers in every parith, 
to inftruct the good people in the country in the beft and 
propereft ‘manner of playing the feventh cards, which 
when they aré thorough matters of, they will foon be- 
come perfec in playing the other cards. 

Havinc in my farmer letter touched upon the gene-" 
tal properties of the game, in compliance with my pro~ 


ons 
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ons for attaining a thorough knowledge of this Roya: 
‘GAME. senioee: 


RULES avd DIRECTIONS 


Sor playing at the 
ROYAL GAME of HAPPINESS’ 

Wuen yow-begin a new game, recall to your memo- 
‘ty the manner in which you played the foregoing one, 
‘that you.may avoid a repetition of the fame miftakes. 

Wuen you have well confidered the card you are a- 
bout to play, play it with fteadinefs and compofure; and 
he fure not to betray any fufpicion of your own igno- 
rance. 

Wun you fhuffle or cut, do it above-board, to pre~ 
vent any fufpicion of deceit. 

Ir you have won a large hare of the ftake by playing 
a particular card well, be cautious of venturing it all 
qn any fingle card i in the fame deal, unlef& you play a 
forced game. 

WHETHER you play a fmall, or a great game, ex- 
ert your beft fkill; and take care not to difcover the. 
badnefs of your hand. by peevithnefs or fretting. 

OssERvE_ the play of others, .and draw confequences 
from it for the improvement of your own game. | : 
_ Ir you play at court, remember to hold up your hand, 
and attend to the fineffes of the place. If you play your 
cards well there, you. may conclude yourfelf a tolerable 

matter of the game. 

WHEN you are in the country, play frequently with 
your neighbours. and tenants ; they generally play better 
fhan finer folks, and will greatly improve you in the plain | 


sules of the game. 3 
= Avo 
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. Avotp the generalerror of this game, of facicying th that 
severy body plays better at it than yourfelf. 

Ir you agree with:a lady to go halves with her, the. 
pagreement once made, you are not at wins “palace 
‘to find fault with her game. 

iWaoever drops:a card, lofes it; and one card loft, is 
.of very bad confequence in the game. ore Ste 
~ “WHEN a card is-once: played, \itcan never ns Te- 
called. ' 

SeLpom play from your own hand:;: you win moft vy 
-playing i into the hands of other people. 

Teacu your children to play the game early, and be 
‘fure to put money in their.card-purfes: for if they wait 
‘for -it;-till .your<death, it may be too late to learn the 
game. 

-Goop humour is-a more neceflary requifite at this 
game than good fenfe;-but where both are joined, fuccefs 
:is almoft certain. 

Tue greateft proficients in all other games, are the 
moft ignorant of this: the deft” players a are Bale, tha 
rpractice:moft in sheir own families. ' 

Krnas and princes are generally rangers: to the, pame, 
-and their minifters want time to learn it, 

Great dignitaries in the church, and moft beneficed 
-clergymen are too indolent to play at it in public; and 

their curates are forced to be lookers-on, for want of a 
fufficient allowance to pay for their cards, 

Ports and authors have fometimes ftruck a bold 
ftroke in the game; but of all men living they are the 
moft liable to. miftakes ; and it is generally obfervable 
that the whole table is againft them. 

Mosr 
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Most new-masried couples are fuccefsful at firft fet- 
ing out ; but befare the whole’ pack is played, they com- 
~ fmonly! ldfe all-attention ‘to the’ game. - ys © 
Innis ble:that-young people ver § better om 
old ; for’avarice is the bane of the game." ° 
© ‘Dstrounn. be tempted, Mr. Fitz-Adam, to continue 
thefe my rules and obfervations, if I did not find my- 
_ felf tunning into length ; and: asit is my intention to 
publifh very fhortly a volume upon the fubjeét, -I thall 
-trouble:you'no more at this time, ‘dean to affure yo tat 
iam, ; ; " 


$ rR. 
Your i fuitefel 
» bumble ifervant; 
i '%; 


. > . ray 
A pene « et 1 ot13I9 ia 4 
‘ ’ . 4 - - 





" 7s qe dey Te 


‘LONbow! Printed for R. and J. DODSLEY J all- Mall 
{where errs to che author sew ania) and fab a. ¢a ‘sta 
sense in Pater- Nofter-Row. Price ad. 


ITgT 
eal 


X é 





